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Vanderbilt professor
to lecture on topic of
political polarization

International Festival
attracts nearly 2,000

By SEBASTIAN MORRIS

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University’s Amicus Curiae Lecture Series will
conclude its fall 2017 season
on Thursday when it welcomes
Vanderbilt University professor
Marc Hetherington to lecture
on political polarization in the
United States. The lecture will
begin at 7 p.m. in Brad D. Smith
Foundation Hall.
“Political polarity, to me,
means the difference between
being a conservative and liberal,” sophomore Cody Nypan
said. “It is bad because we
shouldn’t identify ourselves
as one of two parties, but
rather as U.S. citizens. This
would stop a lot of problems
and arguments.”
Hetherington will discuss
the subject of the awardwinning book he co-authored
with Jonathan D. Weiler,
“Authoritarianism and Polarization in American Politics,”
which argues the polarization of ordinary Americans is
the result of people’s views
of right and wrong and good
and evil.

UNIVERSITY COMMUNICATIONS

Vanderbilt University professor
Marc Hetherington will conclude
the fall season of Marshall
University’s Amicus Curiae Lecture
Series Thursday at 7 p.m.
“This is a very timely topic,
as political polarization is one
of the key issues affecting our
democracy today, and has been
for some time,” Patricia Proctor, director of the Simon Perry
Center for Constitutional Democracy, said.
Sebastian Morris can be
contacted at morris347@
marshall.edu.

JARED CASTO | THE PARTHENON

(From left) Indonesian graduate students Fatmawati Akhmad and Maria Jochu and Vietnamese graduate student Nih Nguyen pose alongside traditional
Indonesian items. The Indonesian booth won first place Saturday for “most attractive booth” at Marshall’s 54th Annual International Festival.

Read The Parthenon’s coverage on page 6 and check out video
from the event online at marshallparthenon.com

Footsteps toward the future
Cooley reflects on five decades of change at Marshall University
By CAROLINE KIMBRO

THE PARTHENON
In the fall of 1966, Maurice Cooley was adjusting to college life just like every other freshman,
making new friends and trudging to classes.
However, he faced more obstacles than the average student: Cooley was also adapting to life as
one of only 35 African American students attending Marshall University.
“I’ve gone through the time when a large number of white students at Marshall would prefer
that we not come to their school – that was typical on a normal day,” Cooley said.
Decades later, Cooley now leads, advises and
mentors minority students at Marshall as the
associate vice president of Intercultural Affairs.
While Marshall is not the same university it was
during his undergraduate experience in the civil
rights era, Cooley said he has seen society once
again begin putting its foot down to progress
over the past years.
“The same feet we used to hear in the ‘60s, some
of the same footsteps and some of the same voices,
some of the same expressions we used to hear during the civil rights and Jim Crow period,” Cooley
said. “People have the freedom now to call you a
bad name and not suffer any bitter consequences.
We have leaders in our society who do that.”
These re-emerging footsteps and voices don’t
drive Cooley to give up his charge to teach students how to contribute to a global society, but
do present new challenges in the form of animosity and closed-mindedness. However, Cooley said
he sees this period – and the trials laced throughout American history – as situations which define
greater triumphs in the future.
“Sometimes these turbulent experiences are necessary, because I think they serve an indirect role
to inspire greater change during the next episode,”

RICK HAYE | UNIVERSITY COMMUNICATIONS

Associate Vice President of Intercultural Affairs Maurice Cooley speaks at Marshall’s Donning of the Kente ceremony,
which recognizes African and African American graduates, April 28, 2016. Cooley was one of 35 African American students
attending Marshall during his freshman year in 1966. Today, Cooley is a mentor for minority students on campus.
Cooley said. “In our personal lives and in our social lives, if we don’t go through rough periods of
turbulence and turmoil that cause a lot of pain and
trouble, then you’re not dedicated to change.”
Cooley said he thinks individuals and communities
work hard to rid
themselves of this
pain, which stimulates
the movement and
change that doesn’t
occur during seasons
of comfortability.
Marshall students
and many others
are laboring to push
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back this pain, and Cooley is working alongside
them. He attributes the success of the Intercultural
Affairs Office and the programs it oversees to the
inclusion of wisdom from students and group planning. He said he believes Marshall students are just
as bright and creative as he is, so
collective brainstorming provides
an opportunity
for many sharp
minds to contribute to a thought.
“Much of the
work that we do

turns out to be highly successful because everybody’s tuned into it,” Cooley said. “Rarely do I
ever come up with an idea that I just thought of
on my own and have people to do it, because I’ve
learned before that generally leads to it not being
so successful.”
Initiating and facilitating these types of discussions is one of Cooley’s favorite aspects of his
position. Marshall students will be on campus for
four or five years with the unique opportunity to
work, socialize and learn with people from seventy different countries of various ethnicities,
religious backgrounds and linguistic experiences.
Cooley said he views campus as the greatest
convergence of ideologies and backgrounds that
many students will ever have the opportunity to
take part in. He said his role is to create circles in
which students can learn through conversation
and touch others’ lives and to alter students’ thinking in a positive way through these interactions.
“See, the whole work is that you must be prepared as a Marshall University graduate to do
good work in society,” Cooley said. “We do not
think that you can contribute to good work and
leadership in society if you have narrow, prejudiced, hateful views.”
Cooley may primarily assist minority and
multi-ethnic students directly, but his work
benefits the entire student body. Cooley said he
focuses on the academic and personal development of minority students within the context of
the world and in relation to others.
Before Marshall administrators contacted him
in 2003 about returning to Marshall, Cooley arrived to work every morning to meet with mental
health patients. As a minority student himself
and a psychotherapist for 26 years, Cooley has

see COOLEY pg. 5
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New way to pay for
parking around town
By SEBASTIAN MORRIS

THE PARTHENON
Huntington is revolutionizing the way Huntington
residents can pay for parking
meters through a partnership
with the Parkmobile mobile
application. The new service
became available Monday.
“The app makes paying
for a spot a lot more convenient,” Nick Whitmore, junior
nursing major and life-long
resident of Huntington, said.
To use the new system, users must first download the
app and register their information. Mobile app users may
also choose to receive alerts
and reminders prior to their
parking session expiring.
The parking rate in the city
is not going up, but a 40 cents
convenience fee is collected
by Parkmobile, in addition to
the parking meter charge.
All of the city’s 1,300 coin
meters along public streets,
in the public parking garage
on 3rd Avenue and 8th Street
and at public parking lots
downtown are participating
in the Parkmobile app, excluding private lots such as
Pullman Square’s meters.
According to Huntington
Communications
Director

V Club, First Congregational
Church to raise funds and
provide donations to local
homeless shelter for winter

COURTESY PHOTO | CITY OF HUNTINGTON

Nearly 1,300 parking meters throughout Huntington now bear a new sticker announcing residents’ ability to now pay for parking
through the Parkmobile app, as opposed to the meters’ prior requirement for payment by change only.
Bryan Chambers, meters will
not be changed besides the
addition of a sticker letting
people know about the Parkmobile app.
“We are excited to enter
into this partnership with
Parkmobile so we can offer

this user-friendly pay option
to our visitors in downtown
Huntington,” Mayor Steve Williams said in a press release.
“Parkmobile is the leading
provider for on-demand and
prepaid mobile payments for
on- and off-street parking.”

The Parkmobile app is
available for download on
iPhone, Android and Windows phones or online at
www.parkmobile.com.
Sebastian Morris can be
contacted at morris347@
marshall.edu.

14th annual Marshall University
Marathon sends more than 1,600
racers running throughout town

By BROOKE GRIFFIN

THE PARTHENON
With a slight breeze and excitement
filling the air, the 14th annual Marshall
University Marathon began with the signature cannon firing signaling more than
1,600 people to take off running the marathon, half marathon or 5k.
Matthew Leonard from Johnson City,
Tennessee was the first male racer to run
across the finish line with a time of just
under two hours.
The racers went on a tour throughout the city, starting at the Joan C.
Edwards Stadium, going down 3rd Avenue towards Route 60, running through
Pullman Square, then through Ritter
Park, and so on until they made it back
to the inner stadium where the finish
line was set up.
“It’s changed a little bit through the
years; the course is slightly different,
but every change is for the better,” Jim
Duke, former Marshall Marathon director and current volunteer, said. “We have
so many volunteers dedicated to keeping
the runners safe from cars, which is our
main priority.”
Runners of all ages competed in
the races, including 6-year-old Jarek
Compston and his mom Amy Compston.
They said they decided to run the halfmarathon to aid in raising money for
his mom’s fund, Amy for Africa. Amy

COURTESY PHOTO | HEALTHY TRI-STATE

A total of 1,703 participants from around the nation raced through the streets of Huntington last year to
complete marathons, half-marathons or 5Ks for a chance to win an award for placing among the first five
people to complete their races. This year, 1,647 people participated in the annual race.
Compston goes on a trip to Africa four
times a year with the money that is
raised for building and fixing schools
in Uganda.
“I thought I was going to cry when
we were so close to the finish line and
he asked if we were done yet,” Amy
Compston said. “It was touching. I am so
proud of him.”
The duo finished the half-marathon
in two hours and 18 minutes. They have

been training for the race almost every
day together for a few months.
Amy Compston said the fundraising
for Amy for Africa has been more than
doubled since word of her son’s competing in the marathon got out, and she
couldn’t be more proud of what he has
accomplished both for the charity and
physically for himself.
Brooke Griffin can be contacted at
griffin58@live.marshall.edu.

HUNTER ELLIS | THE PARTHENON

A poster bearing the signatures of cast members on AMC’s “The Walking Dead” is
among several other items that will be offered in a silent auction Thursday during
Harmony House’s Karaoke for a Kause event at the V Club.

By HUNTER ELLIS

THE PARTHENON
The Harmony House, a
day shelter for Huntington’s
homeless, is raising funds and
supplies through two events
this week.
Karaoke for a Kause is
Thursday 6 to 9 p.m. at the
V Club, where attendees can
sing with a live band or with
background music.
The second event is
Blankets for Breakfast on
Saturday 8 to 11 a.m. at First
Congregational Church on 5th
Avenue to collect blankets or
cash donations in return for a
home-cooked breakfast.
Karaoke for a Kause will
feature DJ Billy Drysdale and
different musicians so people
can sing karaoke live with the
different bands or with background music.
Tickets are $20 per person and include food catered
by Jimmy Johns and 10 raffle
tickets to use toward prizes.
Additional raffle tickets will
be available at the event, as
well as silent auction items.
Bill Rosenberger, Harmony House director of
development, said he wants
to provide as many opportunities as possible to generate
funds and support for their
clients and mission.
“They’ll have an opportunity to learn who we are,”
Rosenberger said. “We want
people to walk away not just
getting to do live karaoke
with a fun night out, but also
knowing what we do, what
our mission is and helping

the homeless or those at risk
of being homeless.”
At Blankets for Breakfast,
participants can donate a new
or gently used blanket or pay
$5 to receive a pancake and
sausage breakfast.
Then Harmony House will
distribute the donated blankets to clients throughout
the winter.
“We’ve had a very warm fall,
so we haven’t had as many
people asking, but then when
you get cold days, people start
asking for blankets, and we
just needed a way to get some
more,” Rosenberger said. “We
want to help the homeless
in any way we can, so doing
these different fundraisers
provides an opportunity for
everybody to get involved in
some way.”
Rosenberger said Harmony
House helps the homeless
or people at risk of being
homeless by meeting their
most immediate needs. Harmony House has a shower, a
laundry facility, clothing donations, hygiene donations
and computer labs that clients can use.
Rosenberger said they
work on long term solutions
with unemployment programs and housing options
and also work with Prestera
for people with mental health
and addiction problems to
provide support for all aspects that can contribute to
homelessness.
Hunter Ellis can be
contacted at ellis259@marshall.edu.

Marshall students able to pay off library fines with non-perishable food item donations
By ALISON BALDRIDGE

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University Libraries will be accepting non-perishable food items from now
until Dec. 1 to donate to Highland Elementary
School as payment for library fines.
“We want to give students a chance to
help the surrounding community while also
helping them to pay down their fines,” Kelli
Johnson, head of access service and outreach
for Marshall University Libraries, said. “The
MU creed indicates that we are a socially

responsible campus, and this is one way that
MU Libraries and Online Learning can help
achieve that goal.”
Michelle Alford, library information systems
technologist and organizer of the food drive,
said the library always tries to do its best to
help students and the local community at the
same time.
“We have seen public libraries do similar
things, so we thought that it would be a good
way for us to help our students out, because,
especially when you get near the end of the

semester, people worry about whether they
can graduate due to them having book fines,”
Alford said. “However, losing your book does
not qualify for the fine.”
Alford said Highland Elementary School’s
food pantry allows their students to receive
enough food to take home that also meets
their nutritional needs.
“There’s several local organizations that
donate to it and send food boxes home with
the kids to take home to their families,” Alford
said. “They also do the backpack program and

page designed and edited by REBECCA TURNBULL | turnbull4@marshall.edu

will send small items home with the kids almost every day. Besides education, they’re
really good about trying to also invest in the
children’s health and trying to make sure they
have what they need at home to meet their nutritional needs.”
Alford said students who wish to donate
non-perishable food items can visit the circulation desk, email drinkoaccessservices@
marshall.edu or call 304-696-2321.
Alison Baldridge can be contacted at baldridge6@marshall.edu.
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Florida Atlantic hands Thundering Herd
football second Conference USA loss
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
BOCA RATON, Fla. (AP) — Devin Singletary had 275 total yards
and two touchdowns, Jalen Young made three of Florida Atlantic’s
four interceptions, and the Owls beat Marshall 30-25 on a rainy
Friday night to become bowl eligible for the first time since 2013.
FAU went ahead 23-16 on a trick play late in the third quarter.
Singletary was uncovered out of the backfield and his first career
touchdown grab went for 60 yards on a double-pass from receiver
Kamrin Solomon. Early in the fourth, Young made his second interception of the game on an overthrown pass and Singletary scored
from 13 yards out on a third-and-goal run.
Chase Litton pulled Marshall to 30-23 with 5:13 remaining after avoiding pressure to find Ryan Yurachek in the corner of the
end zone on fourth-and-10. Marshall got the ball back but Young
sealed it with another interception.
Singletary had 203 yards rushing and 72 yards receiving for FAU
(6-3, 5-0 Conference USA), which is off to its best start in conference play in program history.
Litton was 20-of-39 passing for 253 yards with two touchdown
and four interceptions for Marshall (6-3, 3-2). Marcel Williams
had 122 yards receiving.
Williams caught a pass over the middle on the first possession of the
second half and raced for a 59-yard gain to set up Yurachek’s 5-yard touchdown grab. Kaare Vedvik recovered his own onside kick and the Herd’s
offensive drive was highlighted by Williams’ 20-yard catch on fourthand-3. Keion Davis capped it with a 1-yard touchdown run for a 16-all tie.
DON KELLER | FOR THE PARTHENON

Marshall senior tight end Ryan Yurachek makes a leaping catch during
the Herd’s 30-25 loss Friday night. Yurachek finished with three
catches for 22 yards and two touchdowns.

18 NFL players protest West Virginia’s Bob
Huggins
gets
4-year
during national anthem contract extension
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
Associated Press journalists
counted 18 NFL players protesting during the national anthem
before games on Sunday.
Miami Dolphins players Julius
Thomas, Michael Thomas and
Kenny Stills knelt during the
anthem before Sunday night’s
game against the Raiders.
Before recent games, the
three players waited in the
tunnel during the anthem.
Coach Adam Gase had established a team rule requiring
players either to stand for the
anthem or stay in the tunnel.
But the players told Gase
that waiting in the tunnel was
interfering with their game preparation, according to a person
familiar with the discussions.
The person said Gase told
them he preferred they stand
during the anthem but respected their right to express
themselves and relaxed the
team rule. The person spoke to
the AP on condition of anonymity because the Dolphins didn’t
comment on the latest protests.
For the Dolphins, the game
was the first since owner Stephen Ross joined with his
players to create a fund for social justice programs.
San Francisco 49ers safety
Eric Reid, linebacker Eli Harold and receiver Marquise
Goodwin knelt during the anthem before their game with
the Arizona Cardinals.
It appeared that six active
players and at least one inactive player for Seattle sat for
the anthem prior to a game
with the Washington Redskins.
The majority of the Seahawks
defensive line has been sitting
during the anthem for most of
the season. Newly acquired left

tackle Duane Brown knelt.
Only five players were spotted
protesting the anthem in some
form before the early games.
Philadelphia Eagles safeties
Malcolm Jenkins and Rodney
McLeod raised their fists during the anthem. Defensive end
Chris Long put an arm on Jenkins. Giants injured defensive
end Oliver Vernon took a knee.
Tennessee Titans wide receiver Rishard Matthews stayed
off the field during the anthem.
Former 49ers quarterback
Colin Kaepernick began the protest movement last season. He
remains unsigned and has filed
a complaint that team owners
colluded against him because of
the protests — aimed at police
brutality against African-Americans and other issues.
Kaepernick’s ex-teammate,
Reid, said the players have sent
a letter to NFL executive vice
president of football operations
Troy Vincent seeking another
meeting with ownership. Reid
said Kaepernick would attend
this meeting after not being
part of one last month.
“Colin started this protest.
He’s the reason that we’re having these discussions with the
NFL,” Reid said. “So I think it
only makes sense that he’s
there. Secondly, we are asking
that a mediator be there, just
to keep the conversation going.
The first meeting was great.
We were there for four hours.
But I feel like we were talking in circles a little bit. So we
want a mediator there to keep
the conversation resolutionoriented, and I’m hoping that I
hear back from Troy soon.”
Most weeks, a handful of
players — almost all of them
black — have protested during

the anthems. On Sept. 24, however, more than 200 players
protested after President Donald Trump said owners should
fire any players who didn’t
stand for the anthem.
About a dozen members of the
New Orleans Saints took a knee
before the anthem Sunday, but
stood once the public address
announcer asked the crowd
to rise. That’s been the Saints’
typical anthem routine since the
fourth week of the season.
No members of the Houston
Texans knelt. One week earlier,
all but about 10 Texans took a
knee to protest team owner Bob
McNair’s comment that “we can’t
have the inmates running the
prison” during a meeting of NFL
owners about player protests.
Dallas Cowboys defensive
tackle David Irving was pictured raising his fist shortly
after the anthem finished playing before the Cowboys’ game
with the Kansas City Chiefs.
The latest round of protests
came one day after a video circulated on social media of retired
Los Angeles Dodgers broadcaster Vin Scully saying that he
“will never watch another NFL
game” because he’s so disappointed by the protests and he
has “overwhelming respect and
admiration for anyone who puts
on a uniform and goes to war.”

AP PHOTO | TONY AVELAR

In this March 23, 2017, file photo, West Virginia head coach Bob Huggins yells from the sideline during
the first half of an NCAA Tournament college basketball regional semifinal game against Gonzaga in San
Jose, California. Huggins has agreed to a four-year contract extension the 2021-22 season. The 64-year-old
Huggins will earn $3.75 million this season, including a base salary of $250,000.
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
MORGANTOWN, W.Va. (AP) — West Virginia’s Bob Huggins has agreed to a four-year contract extension that includes the option for him to step aside or continue coaching after the 2021-22 season.
Under the agreement announced Monday, Huggins, 64, will earn $3.75 million this season, including a base salary of $250,000. He’ll get $100,000 raises each year.
“I want Bob Huggins leading our basketball program for many years to come,” WVU athletic director Shane
Lyons said in a statement. “Bob is a future Hall of Famer, who cares about his players and this university. His
teams have been highly successful on the court and in the classroom.”
Starting with the 2022-23 season, Huggins can assume a fiveyear appointment in public relations and development along with
other duties within the athletic department, ending in June 2027.
Or he can continue coaching.
The arrangement is similar to a 2012 contract extension for Huggins.
“I am very lucky to be able to coach in the state and at the university that I love so much,” Huggins said.
Huggins is entering his 36th season as a head coach. His 819 career
wins are the third most among active Division I coaches. The Mountaineers have gone to the NCAA Tournament in eight of Huggins’ 10 seasons.
No. 11 West Virginia opens play Friday night against No. 25 Texas
A&M at Ramstein Air Base in Germany.
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Editorial: Guns. A sickness Congress refuses to treat
It seems all too frequent that we are once again
the loopholes, recognize the realities and stop this
talking about another horrifying act of terror on
new civil war that has taken almost 1,000 AmeriAmerican soil. Once again, we have to come to terms
can lives over the past 40 years.
with the reality that this wasn’t an act of foreign
Yes, those who engage in mass shootings are
terrorism but instead an act done by an American
obviously acting as irresponsible gun owners, but
citizen—a citizen who had a record of violent acts
society needs to focus on the real irresponsible infrom domestic violence to animal cruelty.
dividuals here: our legislators who refuse to pass
Sunday, a 26-year-old gunman walked into the
the gun legislation that could have prevented hunFirst Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs, Texas,
dreds of deaths and those who continue to push our
where he would open fire on the congregation, leavlegislators to do so, asserting their constitutional
ing at least 26 dead. Devin Patrick Kelley, a man
right to weapons that could more easily deprive
discharged from the U.S. Air Force because of “Bad
others of their rights to live.
Conduct,” is thought to be the killer.
It’s clear Congress does not plan to pass any sort
Kelley had been charged with assaulting his wife
of gun legislation in the near future. So, when will
and child, which inevitably lead to him being given a
some semblance of a moral compass kick in? BeBad Conduct discharged from the Air Force. Back in
cause the question can no longer be: When will
2014, Kelley had a standoff with police after a neighthey realize? Congress is fully aware of what is
bor called authorities saying Kelley had beat his pit
happening throughout the country. In the past five
bull dog outside of his recreational vehicle.
years, two members of Congress have been victims
It’s once again very clear that Kelley was disturbed
of gun violence themselves.
and should’ve have been taken into police custody
It’s now a matter of how many people have to
well before he was able to take a military-issued
die till they feel bad enough to begin to regulate
weapon into a church. The question once again must
NRA spending, automatic weapons and state
be raised: What will or should Congress do to try to
ASSOCIATED PRESS background checks. Those three simple issues
prevent another tragedy like this? At this point, gun Enrique and Gabby Garcia watch investigators at the scene of a mass shooting at the First Baptist Church could have prevented both the Vegas and Suthercontrol can no longer be pushed to the side. It cannot
land attacks. Until the NRA is out of the pockets
continue to be seen as just an issue of irresponsible in Sutherland Springs, Texas, on Sunday. A man opened fire inside of the church in the small South of our representatives, this senseless violence
Texas community, killing more than 20 people.
gun owners.
will continue.
Opponents of gun control—more notably, the NaWhen you’re sick or have an infection what do
This brings us back to our earlier question: When is Congress
tional Rifle Association—continue to push the idea
you do? You go to the doctor (Congress), they prethat guns don’t kill people, but people do. There’s an important going to act? When are legislators going to see that semi-auto- scribe you medication (gun control legislation) and then you feel
addition to this phrase that must be acknowledged: Yes, people do, matic weapons—which have been used in mass shootings in better (less gun violence). Think of the NRA as the virus in our
but they do their killing with guns. And more often than not, those Sandy Hook, Aurora, Las Vegas and now Sutherland Springs—are system, until something is done to subdue the virus, we will only
guns are legally obtained.
putting the “mass” in mass shootings? When are we going to close continue to get sick.

Ask Alex: ‘Thoughts and
prayers only go so far’

amendment is so important to conservatives?
You can’t yell “fire” in a movie theater
if there isn’t a fire. You can’t say “I have a
bomb” in the airport and expect to board
your flight. You can’t knowingly and intentionally print lies about someone in a
newspaper. There are limits to publishing
obscenity. You can’t claim to have been in the
military when you were not. You can’t urge
people to dodge the draft. Your freedom of
speech is limited in the workplace and at
school. Your first amendment freedoms are
ASSOCIATED PRESS
limited every single day for safety, for common sense, for a well-organized society. This
By ALEX RUNYON
PHOTO EDITOR
is the “price of freedom.”
“This is the price of freedom,” Bill O’Reilly
Mass shootings, death, young people parablogged after a mass shooting that left 58 dead lyzed, children left without parents, parents left
in Las Vegas last month. “Violent nuts are al- without children - this is not the “price of freelowed to roam free until they do damage, no dom.” This is the price of relentless lobbying by
matter how threatening they are. The 2nd the NRA; fear-mongering “pundits” like O’Reilly,
Amendment is clear that Americans have a who told people for eight years the president
right to arm themselves for protection. Even would be taking their guns; fragile and toxic
the loons.”
masculinity requiring a collection of comically
The Second Amendment reads: “A well regu- phallic weapons.
lated Militia, being necessary to the security of
The Second Amendment is not holy. It is not
a free State, the right of the people to keep and free from limitations, and it is not an excuse
bear Arms, shall not be infringed.”
for massacres like the one Texas saw last night.
These words were penned in 1791 and have I don’t have a problem with guns, but I have a
been revitalized by lawmakers and lobbyists, the huge problem with the absolute terror being inNational Rifle Association chief among them.
flicted in our nation - the land of the free, home
2017 has been, by all accounts, the deadli- of the brave, land of those addicted to violence
est year for mass shootings in modern America and warfare, who would rather believe a black
with 208 people killed. In the past 35 days liberal president will show up at their doorstep
alone, 84 people have been killed in two mass demanding their shotguns than statistics.
shootings. These numbers are plastered across
People are begging for the deaths of the Texas
social media and yelled from the mouths of victims not to become politicized. These people
pundits throughout a 24-hour news cycle that don’t want to hear about gun control after a mass
will, seemingly, never end. These numbers are shooting any more than people want to hear
powerful and carry the weight of lives ended about climate change after a record-breaking
at the hands of senseless violence. So why are hurricane season. They don’t want to hear “Black
they so easily drowned out by the words of the Lives Matter” or about police brutality after a
Second Amendment?
teenager is shot and killed. People want to post
I’m not a lawyer, a constitutional scholar, a their “thoughts and prayers” to Facebook before
political analyst or a lawmaker. But I, as a mem- scrolling to a meme. If we don’t listen and engage
ber of the “free State” the Second Amendment in conversation, neither will the people making
supposedly helps protect, have to ask why is this the laws. Thoughts and prayers only go so far.

SETH PAYNE | FOR THE PARTHENON

BE HERD: GUIDELINES FOR SENDING LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR
Please keep letters to the editor at 300 words or fewer. They
must be saved in Microsoft Word and sent as an attachment.
Longer letters may be used as a guest column at the editor’s
discretion. Guest column status will not be given at the author’s
request. All letters must be signed and include an address or
phone number for confirmation. Letters may be edited for
grammar, libelous statements, avaiable space or factual errors.
Compelling letters that are posted on The Parthenon website,
www.marshall.com, can be printed at the discretion of the
editors. The opinions expressed in the columns and
letters do not necessarily represent the views of the
Parthenon staff. Please send news releases to the editors
at parthenon@marshall.edu. Please keep in mind, letters are
printed based on timeliness, newsworthiness and space.
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THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

The Constitution of the
United States of America

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.
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Students unveil capstone projects at Visual Arts Center Texas killer was able

to buy guns because of
Air Force lapse

By LANDON MITCHELL

THE PARTHENON
The first wave of graduating seniors in
the School of Art and Design are showing
off their projects at the Visual Arts Center.
From Nov. 6 to Nov. 9, the art of Kaitlin
Blatt, Chris Mathers, Steven Phelix and
Alex Stanwick will be on display, rounding out their years at the university.
Phelix used digital painting to represent the fears of clowns, public speaking,
teeth and large bodies of water in four 40
by 27 inch illustrations.
“There is nothing more terrifying than
what the human mind can conjure up,”
Phelix said in his capstone statement.
“And applying this concept into four digital illustrations is a perfect way to bring
something constructing to an otherwise
destructive mentality.”
These illustrations were made to bring to
light fears that are both well-known and not
well-known, as well as to help understand
what people go through with these fears.
Graphic design major Stanwick and his
pieces covered painting and animation
and was done with the intention to help
define why people make art.
His pieces included a triptych that
represented the three tools artist use,
the brain, the heart and the hand, and
two similar paintings, with one being a
traditional landscape painting and the
other being a landscape painting done in
different colors, mainly red and purple.
Stanwick said the latter was made to contrast the former to show that art doesn’t
always have to be taken seriously.
Stanwick also submitted an animated
cartoon based on his dreams and paper

By LISA MARIE PANE and
ROBERT BURNS

LANDON MITCHELL | THE PARTHENON

Senior Kaitlin Blatt's tribute to three female Greek Orthodox saints. Blatt's art will be on
display until Nov. 9 alongside the works of Steven Phelix, Alex Stanwick and Chris Mathers.
towels used to clean his brushes, saying
that he put them together because he like
the way they look.
Blatt’s work was a piece with paintings
of three female saints, St. Katherine, St.
Perpetua and St. Olga, from the Eastern
Orthodox Faith combined with pedestals
and hanging vigil lamps.
“Religion is seen as an oppressive
thing, especially to women,” Blatt said.
“And I wanted to bring my traditions and
my faith that is completely not oppressive
because we venerate these strong female
saints and value them highly. So, I wanted

to bring that kind of setting and that kind
of mentality into a fine arts setting.”
The photography of Mathers was taken
around his home and hometown and was
edited and run through filters to create a
psychedelic effect.
A long time comic book artist, Mathers
switched to photography within his college career and edited his photos to give
a cartoon effect to real world locations
The second tier of students will display
their works from Nov. 13-16.
Landon Mitchell can be reached at
mitchell220@live.marshall.edu.

Sen. Paul attack was over 'trivial' dispute
By BRUCE SCHREINER and
ADAM BEAM

ASSOCIATED PRESS
BOWLING GREEN, Ky. (AP)
— An assault of U.S. Sen. Rand
Paul by a longtime next-door
neighbor was not motivated
by political differences but by
a dispute "most people would
find trivial," an attorney for
the man charged in the attack
said Monday.
Attorney Matt Baker did
not say what the dispute was
about, preserving the mystery
around an attack that stunned
the Bowling Green community and left Paul, 54, with five
broken ribs.
Police charged 59-year-old
Rene Boucher with misdemeanor fourth-degree assault
with a minor injury. Records
show he was released from jail
on Saturday on a $7,500 bond.
He has not returned multiple

calls seeking comment.
Boucher and Paul have
been neighbors for 17 years,
the attorney said. Paul is an
ophthalmologist and Boucher
is an anesthesiologist. Baker
called them "both prominent members of the medical
community" who "worked together when they were both
practicing physicians."
"The unfortunate occurrence of Nov. 3 has absolutely
nothing to do with either's
politics or political agendas.
It was a very regrettable dispute between two neighbors
over a matter that most people would regard as trivial,"
Baker said in an email to
The Associated Press. "We
sincerely hope that Sen. Paul
is doing well and that these
two gentlemen can get back
to being neighbors as quickly
as possible."

Doug Stafford, Paul's senior
adviser, called the case a "serious criminal matter involving
state and federal authorities."
He has said the attack could
potentially lead to "lifethreatening injuries."
A friend of Paul's told The
Washington Post that the
senator was mowing his lawn
at the time of the attack. According to an arrest warrant,
Paul told police Boucher came
onto his property and tackled
him from behind, forcing him
to the ground.
Stafford said Paul's injuries
were caused by "high velocity
severe force." He said it's unclear when Paul could return
to work. He said Paul is in
considerable pain and having
trouble getting around.
Paul's absence from the
Senate creates another challenge for a slim Republican

majority that's caused heartburn for Senate Majority
leader Mitch McConnell. On
Monday, McConnell wished
his fellow Kentuckian a
speedy recovery and said the
GOP "need all hands on deck,
all the time."
"Every day's a Maalox moment," McConnell joked, before
turning serious about the ramifications of having a Republican
member away from the Senate
for a prolonged time.
"I've got a 52 to 48 majority, and as you saw on several
occasions, we're not always
totally in lockstep," he said.
"Anytime we have a senator
on our side who's not there,
it's potentially a challenge."
Asked if he might have to
delay some votes, McConnell
said: "I haven't had a chance
to check with him (Paul) yet
today about it."

Native American Student Organization celebrating heritage month
STAFF REPORT

With November being Native American
Heritage Month, the Marshall University
Native American Student Organization
will be showcasing Native American culture and traditions at a series of events.
“Students can expect to learn about
a large portion of history that has been
erased from the history books, but has
caused a largely significant amount of
trauma,” Autumn Lee, graduate student
and president of the Native American

COOLEY cont. from 1
unique qualifications to advise students
in processing and planning for the future.
“Some people who have grown up with
a lot think their struggles are a lot, but
they’re not, compared to people who
have had little throughout most of their
living days,” Cooley said. “It’s not even
the same. So, if you can somehow have

Student Organization, said. “This is important to me because I feel that everyone
should know the real history of the first
nation’s peoples.”
The Native American Student Organization will be kicking off this
month’s festivities with a screening of
the film “Older than America” today
in Drinko Library Room 402 at 5 p.m.
There will be two other film screenings, including “Seed: The Untold
Story” on Nov. 14 and “The Only Good

Indian” on Nov. 28.
The club is also offering a luncheon
featuring traditional food, dancing, a display of traditional jewelry and a guest
speaker Nov. 15 in the Memorial Student
Center’s Don Morris Room from 10:45
a.m. to 2:45 p.m.
“Those in attendance will have a
chance to enjoy authentic native food, as
well as hear from a native speaker and
get to see different types of dancing from
the native culture,” Lee said.

the time and opportunity to help students solve difficulties so that their lives
can move on to be just as successful as
anyone else, then that’s a good thing. It
really is.”
Cooley said he has witnessed Marshall
administrators and faculty resourcefully
assist students through every obstacle
and troubling situation they are dealing

with. He said he often has the opportunity to become involved with students
“who are just hanging on by a thread.”
“It makes better sense that if I embrace
you today, we can walk together to solve a
problem, than if you and I are arguing we
cannot solve any problems,” Cooley said.
Caroline Kimbro can be contacted at
kimbro9@marshall.edu.
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ASSOCIATED PRESS
The gunman who slaughtered 26 people at a Texas
church was able to buy weapons because the Air Force failed
to report his domestic violence
conviction to the federal database that is used to conduct
background checks on wouldbe gun purchasers, authorities
said Monday.
Federal officials said the Air
Force didn't submit Devin Patrick Kelley's criminal history
even though it was required to
do so by Pentagon rules.
Kelley, 26, was found guilty
of assault in an Air Force courtmartial in 2012 for abusing
his wife and her child and was
given 12 months' confinement
followed by a bad-conduct discharge in 2014. That same year,
authorities said, he bought the
first of four weapons.
Under Pentagon rules, information about convictions of
military personnel for crimes
like assault should be submitted to the FBI's Criminal Justice
Investigation Services Division.
It's the kind of lapse that guncontrol advocates say points to
loopholes and failures with the
background check system.
At issue is the Lautenberg
Amendment, enacted by Congress in 1996. The federal
law was designed to prohibit
people convicted of domestic
violence from buying or possessing a firearm regardless of
whether the crime was a felony
or a misdemeanor.
"This is exactly the guy the
Lautenberg Amendment is
supposed to prevent from possessing a firearm," said Rachel
VanLandingham, a professor
at Southwestern Law School
in Los Angeles and a retired
Air Force lieutenant colonel
and former judge advocate. "Of

course, the law only works if
folks are abiding by the law."
Air Force spokeswoman Ann
Stefanek said in an email that
the service is launching a review of its handling of Kelley's
case and taking a comprehensive look at Air Force databases
to make sure other cases have
been reported correctly.
An initial review indicates
that Kelley's conviction was
not entered into the federal
database by officials at Holloman Air Force Base's Office of
Special Investigations, the Air
Force said.
Kelley served at Holloman in
New Mexico from 2010 until
his discharge. He was in logistics, responsible for moving
passengers and cargo.
Law enforcement authorities
said Kelley owned four guns,
including the three he had with
him during the attack: a Ruger
AR-15 that was used in the
church and two handguns that
were in his car. The weapons
were purchased — one each
year — from 2014 to this year.
A 2015 report by the Pentagon's inspector general found
lapses in the military's reporting to civilian authorities of
domestic violence convictions.
From Nov. 30, 1998, until last
week, firearms purchases in the
U.S. were denied 136,502 times
because of a domestic violence
conviction, according to Justice
Department statistics.
"The fact this guy was even
court-martialed at all indicates
it reached a certain level of severity that should act as a red
flag that this is a dangerous
person and shouldn't have a
gun," said Lindsay Nichols, the
federal policy director at the
Giffords Law Center to Prevent
Gun Violence, named after former Rep. Gabby Giffords, who
was gravely wounded by a gunman in 2011.
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Marshall University celebrates 54th
Annual International Festival

By PAMELA YOUNG

THE PARTHENON
After years of the International Festival being
at the Big Sandy Superstore Arena, nearly 2,000
students, faculty, staff and members of the Huntington community came out to celebrate the
festival’s return Saturday at Marshall University’s Memorial Student Center.
“This is very different than last year,” Sana
Ghori, sophomore Pakistani student, said. “This
year, space was very limited, so it was a bit
crowded, but it felt more like a festival due to the
confined space.”

The Memorial Student Center was decorated
with nearly 30 flags representing different
countries, which hung above the guests as they
interacted with booths, restaurants, entertainers, as well as Marshall’s international students.
Various performances and activities took
place during the event, such as performances
by the Voodoo Katz, Wood & Wine, an Indian
Bollywood dance, an African dance by the Pan
African Student Association and the World Fashion Show with participation from Mr. and Ms.
Marshall and Marco.
“I enjoyed the performances, as well as the

photo booth, which they did not have last year,”
Ghori said. “Seeing so many students participating to show off their country was exciting. It
shows how much we’re growing as a family, not
just a community.”
International students also performed, featuring karate, an Indonesian singer, an Egyptian
belly dancer and Japanese songs.
“My favorite performance was the Indian Bollywood dance,” sophomore Sydney Ankrom said.
“I find the Indian culture very fascinating. Seeing
it performed live definitely made me more interested in the culture.”

Children in attendance were provided with
complimentary passports that were stamped
as they moved from one booth to the next as
they participated in games and an interactive
map of the globe.
“I would highly recommend for students
who have never attended to definitely mark
that on their calendars for next year,” Akrom
said. “It was a great experience, and you get
the chance to learn about cultures outside of
your own.”
Pamela Young can be contacted at
young384@marshall.edu.

Musical performances and traditonal body paintings were just a few activites at the International Festival.
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Staff Spotlight: Chief Jim Terry
www.marshallparthenon.com

campus police department, where he
has been working for 28 years. He graduated from Marshall University in 1985
with a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice and also earned his master’s degree
in criminal justice from Marshall. The
Parthenon recently interviewed Terry
using a style borrowed from the Marcel Proust/Vanity Fair magazine format,
which is designed to reveal the personal
side of newsmakers.
Q: What is your most marked characteristic?
A: I don’t know. We’ll come back to that
one… I’m a pretty good crisis manager, so that
means I’m a decision maker. Right, wrong or
indifferent, I’ll make a decision.
Q: What is the quality you most like in
a man?
A: Honesty.
Q: What is the quality you most like in
a woman?
COURTESY OF MARSHALL UNIVERSITY’S WEBSITE
A: Well, honesty again.
By HEATHER BARKER
Q: What do you most value in your friends?
COPY EDITOR
A: Friendship, no, the comradery.
Editor’s note: Jim Terry, 54, is the direcQ: What is the trait you most deplore in yourself?
tor of public safety at Marshall University.
A: My temper.
In that position, he is also chief of the
Q: What is your favorite occupation?

A: Well, I guess law enforcement, since that’s
what I do.
Q: What is your idea of perfect happiness?
A: I don’t know… That is so tough. I don’t know.
I always figured I’d want a little A-frame up on a
mountain away from everybody else and have my
food dropped in to me, but that’s more of a survivalist mentality than anything else. I always told
people, “If I ever won the lottery, man, I’m just
gonna go somewhere and buy me a mountain, no
roads or nothing. Just put the compound on top of
it, my little A-frame, and I’m done.”
Q: What do you regard as the lowest depth
of misery?
A: Death. Death of a friend, I guess.
Q: In which country would you like to live?
A: Well, right here.
Q: Who are your favorite writers?
A: I gotta bunch. Lustbader. Clancy, of course.
Everybody loves Clancy. But, you know, it’s
evolved over the years. Stephen Hunter. All right,
we’ll stop there. That’s enough.
Q: Who are your favorite poets?
A: I don’t have a favorite poet.
Q: Who is your favorite hero of fiction?
A: Fiction, Bob Lee Swagger’s up there, but
Rooster Cogburn. Let’s really throw them off.
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Q: Who is your favorite heroine of fiction?
A: That’s a tough one. I like Agatha Christie
stuff, but that’s not a heroine, that’s who wrote
the books. Ooh, could say Sigourney Weaver in
“Alien.” She’s a badass.
Q: Who are your favorite composers?
A: I like Bach. You’d never thought that, would
you? I have my classical music CDs in the truck.
Q: Who are your favorite painters?
A: I like Van Gogh stuff and then the dude that
does the Ducks Unlimited stuff, but I can’t remember his name.
Q: What are your favorite names?
A: You know, I always liked Levi and Elijah.
Q: What is it that you most dislike?
A: This moment in time in history, I hate liars.
Q: Which talent would you most like to have?
A: I’d like to play a musical instrument. I tried
guitar. It didn’t work out. I’m not inclined.
Q: How would you like to die?
A: How about I don’t want to? I would like to quick.
Q: What is your current state of mind?
A: I’m right up there. I’m good.
Q: What is your motto?
A: What doesn’t kill you, makes you stronger.
Heather Barker can be contacted at
barker193@marshall.edu.

